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1 Recommendation

The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) is required under the legislation for the
electoral representation review to make a recommendation to the Minister for Local
Government as to the number of councillors and the electoral structure that provide fair
and equitable representation for the voters of the City of Greater Bendigo (5.219D Local
Government Act 1989).

The VEC recommends that the City of Greater Bendigo consist of nine councillors to
be elected from nine single-councillor wards.

This recommended structure is indicated in the map on the back page of this report.

2 Background
2.1 Legislative basis

The Local Government (Democratic Reform) Act 2003 which amended the Local Government
Act 1989 (the Act), was passed by the Parliament in Spring 2003. The amendments
included provisions for independent electoral representation reviews of all Victorian
councils. In accordance with this new legislation, the City of Greater Bendigo received
notice pursuant to s.219C of the Act from the Minister for Local Government that an
electoral representation review was to be conducted for the City of Greater Bendigo. The
notice appeared in the Victoria Government Gazette on 15 December 2003.

Under the legislation, a council is required to appoint an electoral commission to
conduct an electoral representation review. On 21 January 2004 the City of Greater
Bendigo appointed the VEC to conduct the review.

The purpose of an electoral representation review is to recommend an electoral structure
that provides fair and equitable representation for the persons who are entitled to vote
at a general election of the Council. Matters to be considered by the review are:

a) the number of councillors;

b) the electoral structure of the City (whether the City should be unsubdivided or
divided into wards; and, if the City is to be subdivided, the number of wards
and the number of councillors to be elected for each ward); and

c) if the recommendation is for the City to be divided into wards, boundaries for
the wards that will:

i. provide for a fair and equitable division of the City; and

ii. ensure equality of representation, through the number of voters
represented by each councillor being within 10% of the average number
of voters represented by all councillors.

2.2 Municipality profile

The City of Greater Bendigo was formed in 1994 following the amalgamation of the
former Shires of Huntly, Strathfieldsaye, Marong and Mclvor, the Borough of
Eaglehawk and the City of Bendigo. Encompassing 3000 square kilometres, it is
geographically one of the largest municipalities in Victoria and is the State’s third
largest urban centre.

The City of Greater Bendigo is a dynamic municipality with a considerable population
growth rate. Since the City was proclaimed in 1994, the population has increased
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from 82,950 to 93,073 in 2003. This increase represents a growth of 12% over nine
years. Similarly, since the first elections for the City of Greater Bendigo Council in
1996, the number of enrolled voters for the seven single-councillor wards has
increased from 63,545 to 77,291 in 2004. This represents a growth in the number of
electors of 22% over the nine year period.

2.3 Current electoral structure

At present, the City of Greater Bendigo has seven wards with one councillor
representing each ward.

3 Electoral representation review process

3.1 Public consultation

The VEC developed a community consultation framework for the electoral
representation review that focussed on:

>

>

creating an awareness of the review process through an advertising and public
relations strategy;

conducting a public meeting to outline the review process and to respond to
questions from members of the community;

communicating with the City of Greater Bendigo community through the use of
media releases and the VEC website;

ensuring the review process remains transparent by publishing all preliminary
submissions and making them available to the public;

releasing a Preliminary Report on 22 March 2004 and making the Report available
at the Council offices, the VEC and on the VEC website;

conducting a public hearing at the Council offices on 22 April 2004; and

providing information for those persons or organisations with an interest in the
review process, by establishing a help line for responding to community
questions and distributing a guide to assist those persons who decided to make
preliminary submissions for consideration by the VEC.

3.2 Advertising

The VEC published the following advertisements for the representation review:

e A public notice of the review (in accordance with s.219F(4) of the Act), which
detailed the process for the review and called for public submissions,
appearing in the Bendigo Advertiser on 31 January 2004 and
2 February 2004, in the Bendigo Weekly on 4 February 2004 and in the
Heathcote McIvor Times on 5 February 2004;

e A general advertisement covering several electoral representation reviews and
including the City of Greater Bendigo review, appearing in the Herald Sun on
13 February 2004;

e A notice of the Preliminary Report, appearing in the Bendigo Advertiser on 22
March 2004 and in the Heathcote Mclvor Times on 24 March 2004; and

e A notice of the public hearing, appearing in the Bendigo Advertiser on 19 April
2004 and in the Heathcote MclIvor Times on 21 April 2004.
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The VEC also publicised the representation review by:

e Broadcasting radio advertisements over Bendigo regional radio stations, 3B0
FM and Star FM 91.9, during the week commencing 1 February 2004; and

e Providing information during an interview on ABC regional radio on 13 April
2004.

See Appendix 9.1.
3.3 Media releases

Media releases designed to supplement the paid advertising were distributed to the
Bendigo Advertiser on 6 February 2004 and 22 March 2004 and to the Heathcote
Mclvor Times and the Bendigo Weekly on 22 March 2004. See Appendix 9.2.

3.4 VEC website

The VEC used its website to deliver information and to provide transparency in the
review process. All preliminary submissions were posted to the website to facilitate
public access to this information. The VEC website can be viewed at
WWW.vec.vic.gov.au

3.5 VEC support for public enquiries regarding the review

The VEC established a help line to assist with public enquiries concerning the process
for the electoral representation review. In addition the VEC developed and distributed
a guide for those persons and organisations wanting to make a submission. A copy of
the guide is attached. See Appendix 9.3.

4 Consideration of the number of councillors

The electoral representation review provisions of the Local Government Act 1989 provide
that the purpose of the review is to consider two matters. The first matter is the number
of councillors for the municipality and the second matter is the electoral structure of the
municipality.

In regard to the number of councillors, the legislation provides that a council must
consist of not fewer than 5 councillors and not more than 12 councillors (s.5B(1)).

The legislation does not prescribe the matters to be considered by the reviewer in
recommending the number of councillors for a municipality.

The VEC has therefore been required to identify the appropriate matters to take into
account when considering the number of councillors.

Parliament has provided for a range of councillors from 5 to 12 that can constitute a
council. The range of councillors was to provide for those councils that have large
numbers of voters and those that have a smaller number of voters. The size of councils
in terms of voters varies from 4,131 to 155,000. The VEC has formed the view that
Parliament intended these provisions to work in a logical way, with those councils that
have the largest number of voters having the most councillors, and those councils that
have the least number of voters having fewer councillors.

In most cases, the electoral structure and the number of councillors was established by
the Commissioners when local government was restructured between 1993 and 1995.
Commissioners did not have the benefit of a State-wide reference when considering the
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appropriate number of councillors. The result was a degree of disparity in councillor
numbers for similar types of councils. The VEC has produced a table that lists each
council and the councillor to voter ratio. The table differentiates between rural, regional
and metropolitan councils. The table has been a valuable reference point in considering
the appropriate number of councillors by recognising the different circumstances and
needs between these categories of councils. This information was made available to the
public in the information guide. The information has enabled the VEC to compare a
council being reviewed with councils with similar voter numbers and size.

The VEC also considers whether the number of voters in the municipality is anticipated to
increase or decline in the period between reviews (8 years). Population forecasts
produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and the Victorian Department of
Infrastructure have been used to assist the VEC in making its assessment.

In addition, the VEC considers any special issues or circumstances that may require a
council to have more councillors than would otherwise be the case. The public
consultation process provides valuable information regarding any such issues or
circumstances.

In considering representation options for each council, the VEC takes into account
submissions received. Submissions are not weighed up in numbers, as this would
constitute a “straw poll” but rather, the arguments and local knowledge and perspectives
they present are taken into consideration in coming to a view on the most appropriate
number of councillors.

The VEC is implementing the approach outlined above as the way to fulfil its legislative
obligation to make its recommendation to the Minister on the appropriate number of
councillors.

5 Preliminary Report

In accordance with s.219F(6) of the Act, the VEC produced a Preliminary Report
containing the VEC's proposed options for the City of Greater Bendigo. In developing
these proposed options, the VEC considered preliminary submissions made by various
individuals and organisations, as well as various other relevant factors.

5.1 Preliminary submissions

By the closing time for submissions (5.00 pm Monday, 1 March 2004), the VEC had
received 13 preliminary submissions.

Among the submissions, opinion regarding the number of councillors varied. Support
ranged from a total of five to 12 councillors. Opinion regarding the electoral
structure and voting system options also varied. Some submissions favoured the
municipality remaining subdivided into wards, with either single or multiple
councillor representation for each ward. Other submissions preferred an
unsubdivided municipality and a system of voting by proportional representation.

See Appendix 9.4 for details of those persons and organisations making preliminary
submissions. Copies of the submissions can be downloaded from the VEC website,
www.vec.vic.gov.au
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5.2 Other relevant factors

In formulating its recommendations for the Preliminary Report, the VEC took into
account such other relevant factors as:

» The requirements of the Act regarding the number of councillors permitted;
Fairness and equity of representation;

The total number of voters and their geographical distribution;

Anticipated changes in the total number of voters;

The level of representation of councillors for similar sized Victorian
municipalities;

YV V V VY

A\

The workload and responsibilities of councillors including council business
requirements;

» Communities of interest within the municipality;

» Spreading developing areas over a number of wards; and

» Using logical boundaries such as main roads, physical features and existing
boundaries for easy identification of wards.

5.3 Recommended options

Having considered the preliminary submissions made by various individuals and
organisations and all other relevant factors, the VEC proposed two options for public
comment.

The VEC's preferred option was:

» That the City of Greater Bendigo consist of nine councillors to be elected
from nine single-councillor wards.

The VEC's alternative option was:

» That the City of Greater Bendigo consist of seven councillors to be elected from
seven single-councillor wards.

Detailed maps of these two options, showing recommended ward boundaries, were
included in the Preliminary Report.

6 Response submissions

In accordance with s.219F(7) of the Act, the VEC invited written submissions in response
to the Preliminary Report. The VEC required that these submissions be limited to
commenting on the proposals set forward in the Report.

By the close of submissions at 5.00 pm on Tuesday 13 April, the VEC had received 14
response submissions.

As with the preliminary submissions, opinion regarding the number of councillors varied.
Support ranged from a total of five to 12 councillors. Opinion regarding the electoral
structure and voting system options also varied. Of the 14 response submissions
received, four preferred an unsubdivided municipality and a system of voting by
proportional representation while the remaining 10 supported the municipality remaining
subdivided into wards.
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Options proposed in these response submissions which were not recommended in the
Preliminary Report were considered to be outside the scope of the final stage of the
review.

See Appendix 9.4 for details of those persons and organisations making response
submissions. Copies of the submissions can be downloaded from the VEC website,
Www.vec.vic.gov.au

7 Public hearing

A public hearing was held at the City of Greater Bendigo Council offices on Thursday,
22 April 2004. All persons who had made submissions in response to the VEC's
Preliminary Report were invited to speak to their submissions and seven individuals
chose to do so. Members of the public were invited to attend and 13 people, including
those speaking at the hearing, were present.

8 Findings and recommendations

In formulating the most appropriate electoral structure for the City of Greater Bendigo,
the VEC has been concerned to provide fair and equitable electoral representation for the
persons who are entitled to vote at a general election of the Council. The VEC has also
been conscious of the need to generate a forward thinking model that will serve the City
of Greater Bendigo through the next eight years. In coming to its recommendation, the
VEC has been guided by several crucial issues but consideration has not been dominated
by any single factor.

In making its recommendation the VEC has taken into account the City of Greater
Bendigo’s growing population. As has been previously noted, the population of the City
of Greater Bendigo has risen considerably in the past 10 years. Following amalgamation
in 1994, seven councillors were elected to represent 63,545 voters in seven wards. Now,
a decade later, the same number of councillors represent almost 14,000 more voters. In
comparison with other regional cities, the voter/councillor ratio in the City is second
only to that of the City of Greater Geelong, which currently has the maximum number of
councillors allowed under the legislation. Under the present seven-councillor system,
each councillor in the City of Greater Bendigo represents an average of 11,042 voters
compared to the State average for regional cities of 3,717. Under the proposed nine-
ward structure, each councillor would represent an average of 8,588 voters (see table
below).
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Municipality Area (Kms.) No. on Roll No. of Crs. No of voters Electoral
Per Cr. Structure
Ballarat 739 66468 9 7385 9 single Cr.
wards
Greater 2995 77291 7 11042 7 single Cr.
Bendigo wards
(current)
Greater 2995 77291 9 8588 9 single Cr.
Bendigo wards
(proposed)
Greater 1275 155034 12 12920 12 single Cr.
Geelong wards
(max.)
Greater 2420 39740 7 5677 Unsubdivided
Shepparton
Latrobe 1405 58131 9 6459 9 single Cr.
wards
Mildura 22092 36333 9 4037 Unsubdivided

Submissions in response to the Preliminary Report were split on the issue of councillor
numbers and views expressed at the public hearing were similarly divided. Support for
the VEC's preferred option of a nine single-councillor ward structure was evident but was
slightly outweighed by the support for the VEC's alternative option of seven single-
councillor wards.

Arguments in favour of increasing councillor numbers were based heavily on the
proposition that the City of Greater Bendigo’s significant population growth has
necessitated additional electoral representation. Tied in with this was the suggestion
that since councillor workload is based not only on voter numbers but also on levels of
commercial and industrial development, growth in areas like Strathfieldsaye has
contributed to this need for increased representation.

In contrast, those opposed to an increase in councillor numbers argued that since the
City is functioning well under the current seven-councillor system, the Council structure
should not be altered.

It was claimed in various submissions that the City of Greater Bendigo Council is
operating successfully with seven councillors. Those in favour of retaining the status
quo also suggested that, since the voter/councillor ratio in the City is currently almost
2000 voters per councillor below the ratio for the comparable City of Greater Geelong,
the City of Greater Bendigo could afford to maintain its current councillor numbers until
at least the next election. The VEC acknowledges these arguments but notes the
difficulties in comparing the City of Greater Bendigo with the City of Greater Geelong.
The City of Greater of Geelong is a special case in that it has reached the maximum
number of councillors allowed under the legislation and so, is experiencing a
continuously expanding voter/councillor ratio. The City of Greater Bendigo is not in this
position.
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This electoral representation review is not about whether the City of Greater Bendigo is
operating effectively with seven councillors but is about whether there is fair and
equitable representation for voters in the City. On the basis of there being an additional
14,000 voters on the roll, the VEC is of the view that an increase in councillors is
warranted in order to provide such representation. The VEC has come to this view having
had regard to the enormous diversity within the City and by reference to similar sized
regional municipalities.

In preparing its recommendation for the City of Greater Bendigo, the VEC has also
maintained an awareness of the strong communities of interest that exist within the
City. Various suburban areas of the City of Greater Bendigo boast a strong sense of
identity such as Eaglehawk, Heathcote, Huntly, Kangaroo Valley and Marong.

A small minority of submissions in response to the Preliminary Report supported the
implementation of an unsubdivided structure for the City of Greater Bendigo. Since this
structure was not proposed in the Preliminary Report, these submissions were outside the
scope of the final stage of the review. The majority of submissions acknowledged the
existence of strong communities of interest and valued the manner in which ward
boundaries serve to reflect them.

Similarly, at the public hearing, some ambivalence was expressed towards the importance
of ward boundaries, but the majority of speakers referred to existing communities of
interest and noted the importance of having ward boundaries. Those who spoke in
support of the current seven-ward structure did not express discontent with the current
ward divisions. Some suggested that if the VEC was to recommend its preferred nine-
ward option, adjustments should be made to proposed ward boundaries to better reflect
communities of interest. Unfortunately, these suggestions could not be accommodated
due to the effect on voter numbers within each ward. Legislation requires the number of
voters in each ward to be within 10% of the average number of voters per councillor.

The changes that were suggested either put the ward outside the 10% tolerance or had a
flow-on effect that put other wards outside the 10%.

The VEC has made a number of minor changes to ward boundaries presented in the
preferred option to remove (where possible) obscure boundaries such as lines of sight,
fence lines and property boundaries. The new boundaries use roads where appropriate
and will make it easier for voters, councillors and the community to identify the
boundaries. The following wards” boundaries were adjusted: Epsom Ward; Whipstick
Ward; Grassy Flat Ward; Eppalock Ward; Diamond Hill Ward; Flora Hill Ward; and Golden
Square Ward.

It is noted that the change to the boundary between the Grassy Flat Ward and the Flora
Hill Ward has put the Grassy Flat Ward outside the 10% legislative tolerance based on the
enrolment as at February 2004. In accordance with s.219D(2) of the Act, taking into
account the projected number of voters, the VEC is confident that as at the entitlement
date for the next general election, this ward will be within the 10% tolerance required by
legislation.

During the course of the public consultations, the issue of the names of wards was also
raised. A number of suggestions were made in relation to the names of the wards
presented in the VEC's preferred option. The VEC agrees with many of the suggestions
presented and has made changes to the names of the following wards:
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» Central Ward renamed Sandhurst Ward;

» Grassy Flat Ward renamed Strathfieldsaye Ward;

» Diamond Hill Ward renamed Kangaroo Flat Ward; and
» Whipstick Ward renamed North West Plains Ward.

The VEC is satisfied that the City of Greater Bendigo will be well served over the next
eight years by a council of nine councillors, elected from nine single-councillor wards.
The VEC is confident that such a structure will provide for fair and equitable
representation of a steadily growing population in this municipality.
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9 Appendices

on review

9.1 Public notices of electoral representat

UOLSSILWILIOY 1B10323] UBLIOIILA

ne°A0B*1A®IaA MMM 3ISLA 10 Z€ 8T £T UOLBLLIOJUL JAYMN

%TH T~ :UONRIASQ
€550T 1519107 353
1 :S10]|PUNoD
paem Jefd Asselsn

%T0°€+ (uonesg
9ZOTT iSI9I0A 353
T :510(|19UN0D
P4M [|IH pucwelg

8
g
M

g

%59°0T+ :uoneinsg £
PHRTT 1S4310A 153 /
v T :sdojjuno) B

p /_ piem yoojedds

" arepany

%8L'0+ :uoneiraq
88/0T :SI0A 353

T :S10]|12UNO
PieMm 3sinypues %9Z'Z- :UoeIaq
Z9b0T 151930 153

1 :si0[1pUno)

paem eunpod

ybno:oqien |

poomAey

\ ‘K %08'6- :UoneInag

G596 :SI910A 353
T 540]|2un0d

plep ymeyaibey

T :si0)joUno)
PIeM HoRSdiym

*¥002 Aenuer zz e se abesane ay3 wol) UOIIBIAD 3Y) pue ‘piem
4983 10} SIBJ0A JO JBqWINU PIIEWLISD BY] ‘SSLIBPUNOG PABM JUDLIND DY) SMoys dew dy] “piem
yoea Buuasaidas J0)DUNOI BUO YIMm ‘spiem uaAls sey Ajuauind oblpuag se3eain Jo A1) sy)

obipuag 1938319 Jo A1) Ay JO 3INJONJS JUALIN)

‘31qejteae Apngnd ag 1w Jodal By “JUSWUIBA0Y 18I0 104

191SIULY 3YF YIm suotjepuswwodal syt bututejuod podal jeuy e abpoy m J3A ayL
%002 Aey € ‘Aepuoy *podai jeury :9 dais

‘podas Aeurwnaid

ay3 Inoge suolsstwgns Atay3 jo Joddns ul yeads o1 s)qe aq 7w a)doay
4002 1udy 61 ‘Aepuoly Bupuawwod 333y ‘Buuesy ouqnd :g dais

*podas Aeurwnaid

ay3 Inoqe J3A ay3 03 uoissiwgns e axew Aew dnoib 1o uosiad Auy
002 1udy z1 ‘Aepuoy ‘wd 0Q°5 ‘duljpeaq ‘suolssiuqns 4 dais

*(s)uonndo pauayeud sy bulutejuod

podas Ateurwnaid e aseajas 11m J3A 3yl ‘suotsstwgns dgnd BuuapLsuod sayy
#00Z YoieW 2z ‘Aepuoly ‘podas Aieurwnaig :g days

"|tews o xey ‘jiew Aq J3A ay3 03 uotsstuigns e ew Aew dno.b so uosiad Auy
002 Yy2ieW T ‘Repuoyy ‘wd Qs ‘auljpeag ‘suoisstwqgns Ateuwwnyaug :z dois

‘pus3ie pinoys uolsstwqns e bupyew ut pajsaiaiul suohuy “obipuag

‘a0e1I9] U033133AT ‘S0 1UNO) “100]4 IST ‘wooy uolpdadtsy ay3 3e wd 008
002 Aienugay o1 ‘Aepsan] ‘uolssas uoljewojur :t daig

ssadoid malnal 3yl

"MaLARI 3y uo spodas s3t buuedaad ut Junodoe ojut uotutdo

anqnd axe3 1m )3 3yl -Buueay anqnd e je uoissiwgns 133 jo poddns Ul yeads ose ued
pue ‘)3A ay3 03 uotssiwgns e ew ued dnosb Jo uosiad Auy -dongnd ay3 wouy Indul sswodEM
J3A 3yl ‘mataal 8y} jo Ued juepodwt ue st Alunwwod obipusg syl yim uoLzensuo)

é¢fes e aney 1 oq

*(SpJem 0juL papLALp 8q 03 St A1) Sy3 4L) SBLIBPUNOG piem By} e
pue !(piem 13d s107)19un0d Auew Moy pue ‘aq PINoys 313y Spiem Auew moy ‘spiem ojul
P3PLALP 1O PAPLALPANSUN 8 pInoys ALY 3yl Jayisym) A1) ay3 Jo aINJoNLIS 181030913 3y} e

I$101]10UNOD JO J3QWINU 3y} e

1I9PISUOD )M MalARl ay] obilpuag Jajeasn jo A1) Ayl jo

SI9J0A 33 10} UOLIRIUDSAIdA 1BI0193]3 3]qRILNbD pue LB} SAILYIE 0] SL MILASI BY3 JO WL 3]
¢lnoqge malAal 943 SL jeym

"M3LA3J 3U3 39NpU0d 03 (JIA) UOLSSLUWO)

1810329]3 UBLIOIILA 2y} pajutodde sey 1ouno) A1) obipuag sa3eaig ay) -obipuag Jejeain

40 £31) Y3 JO MaLA3I uoLleIUSSIdal 1BI03I3]2 UR 3] 03 SL AUBYY JBYY 686 T 1Y JUWUIACY
10207 3Y3 JO J6TZ UOLID3S JApUN 3ILJOU UIALD SBY JUBWUIIAOT BI0T 104 JAJSLULY BYL

obLpuag Jajealn Jo A1)

M3LARY uol}ejuasalday 1e10329]3

Page 11

ission

Victorian Electoral Comm



Electoral Representation Reviews

The Minister for Local Government has given notice under section 219C of the Local Government Act 1989
that there are to be electoral representation reviews of the following councils:

Corangamite Shire Council
Greater Bendigo City Council
Hobsons Bay City Council
Moorabool Shire Council
Moreland City Council
Pyrenees Shire Council
Stonnington City Council
Warrnambool City Council
Yarra City Council.

The councils have appointed the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) to conduct the reviews.

What are the reviews about?

The aim of the reviews is to ensure fair and equitable electoral representation for the voters of these
councils. The reviews will consider:

e the number of councillors;

¢ the electoral structure of the councils (whether the Council should be unsubdivided or divided into
wards, how many wards there should be, and the number of councillors per ward); and

¢ the ward boundaries (if the councils are to be divided into wards).

Do I have a say?

Consultation with the community is an important part of the reviews. The VEC welcomes input from
the public. Any person or group can make a submission to the VEC. The VEC will take submissions into
account in preparing its recommendations to the Minister for Local Government.

Making a submission

Submissions can be made by mail, fax or email. Submissions must reach the VEC by 5.00 pm on the
following dates:

Corangamite: 8 March 2004 Pyrenees: 1 March 2004
Greater Bendigo: 1 March 2004 Stonnington: 15 March 2004
Hobsons Bay: 22 March 2004 Warrnambool: 8 March 2004
Moorabool: 1 March 2004 Yarra: 15 March 2004

Moreland: 22 March 2004

What happens next?

After considering submissions, the VEC will release a preliminary report for each council for public
comment.

After considering submissions on the preliminary reports, the VEC will make recommendations to the
Minister for Local Government by 24 May 2004. The Minister will consider the VEC's recommendations and
may make determinations, which would take effect at the council elections in November 2004.

For further information or a guide to making submissions call
13 18 32 or visit www.vec.vic.gov.au

Vlictorian Electoral Commission @
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Electoral Representation Review

City of Greater Bendigo

Preliminary Report

The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) is conducting an electoral representation review for the City of Greater Bendigo. Having
considered submissions from the public, the VEC has now released a preliminary report including recommendations to achieve fair and
equitable electoral representation for persons who are entitled to vote at the City’s general election.

What are the recommendations in the report?
The City of Greater Bendigo is currently divided into seven wards, with one councillor representing each ward.

Preferred option
The report recommends that the City of Greater Bendigo be divided into nine wards, with one councillor representing each ward.

Alternative option
The report also outlines an alternative option of a Council divided into seven wards, with one councillor representing each ward.

The maps on the right show the options.

Where is the report available?

Copies of the preliminary report are available from:

® The Greater Bendigo City Council offices, Lyttleton Terrace, Bendigo;
® The VEC's website, www.vec.vic.gov.au; and
® By telephoning the VEC on 13 18 32.

Tnset Map

Submissions on the report

Any person or group may make a submission to the VEC about the preliminary
report. A submission should comment only on the preferred option and/or the
alternative options. Submissions can be:

® Posted to the VEC at Level 8, 505 Little Collins Street, Melbourne Vic. 3000;
¢ Emailed to greaterbendigo.review@vec.vic.gov.au; or
® Faxed to 9629 9330.

Submissions must include the name, address and telephone contact number of
the person making the submission. Submissions will be available to the public
at the VEC and the VEC website.

Submissions should indicate whether the person making the submission wishes

to speak at a public hearing in support of their submission.

Submissions must be received at the VEC by 5.00 pm, Monday, 12 April 2004. Late submissions will not be accepted.

Public hearing, Thursday, 22 April 2004

The hearing will be at the Reception Room, Greater Bendigo City Council offices, et Map
1st Floor, Lyttleton Terrace, Bendigo. The hearing is open to the public, but
only those people who have indicated in their submission that they would Llike
to speak in support of their submission will be heard at the hearing.

Final report, 3 May 2004

After considering any submissions on the preliminary report and information
provided at the public hearing, the VEC will prepare a final report making
recommendations to the Minister for Local Government.

Further information 13 18 32 or visit www.vec.vic.gov.au

Victorian Electoral Commission
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Electoral Representation Review

City of Greater Bendigo

Public hearing

A public hearing for the City of Greater
Bendigo electoral representation review will
be held:

e When: 7.30 pm, Thursday 22 April 2004

e Where: Greater Bendigo Council, Reception
Room, 1st Floor, Lyttleton Terrace, Bendigo.

The hearing is open to the public, but only
those people who have indicated in their
submission that they would like to speak at
the hearing will be able to do so.

Further information
13 18 32 or visit www.vec.vic.gov.au

Victorian Electoral Commission
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9.4 List of people and organisations making submissions
Preliminary submissions

Meryl Birch

Leila Bryant

Dawn Colbourne
Anthony van der Craats

James V. Evans

Rod Fyffe

City of Greater Bendigo Council

John Kairn

Daryl McClure

Simon A. Mulqueen

Ronald F. Munro

Proportional Representation Society of Australia (Victoria-Tasmania Branch)
Cr Greg Williams

Response submissions

Joyce Ackerman

Barb Beattie

City of Greater Bendigo Council
Arthur D. Cowling

Anthony van der Craats

Leonie Edwards

James V. Evans

Evelyn M. Gordon

Bev Hanson

Daryl McClure

Ronald Fane Munro

Cr Bruce Phillips

Proportional Representation Society of Australia (Victoria-Tasmania Branch)

Cr Greg Williams
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