




















Electoral Representation Review

Southern Grampians Shire Council

Preliminary Report

The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) is conducting an electoral representation review for the Southern Grampians Shire Council. The review aims to
achieve fair and equitable electoral representation for persons who are entitled to vote at the Council’s general election. Having considered a range of
information, including ideas contained in public submissions, the VEC will release a Preliminary Report including its recommendations on Monday 9 July,
2007.

What are the recommendations in the Report?

Southern Grampians Shire is currently an unsubdivided municipality represented by
seven councillors.

Southern Grampians Shire Council Preliminary Preferred Option

Preliminary preferred option

The Report recommends that the Southern Grampians Shire Council continue to
consist of seven councillors elected from an unsubdivided municipality.

Preliminary alternative option

The Report also outlines an alternative option of a Council consisting of seven Southern Grampians Shire
councillors, to be elected from one four-councillor ward and three Councillors: 7
single-councillor wards. — CAVERDISH

The maps on the right show the preliminary options.

Where is the Report available?

Copies of the Preliminary Report will be available from:

o the Southern Grampians Shire Council offices, 111 Brown Street, Hamilton;
e the VEC website, www.vec.vic.gov.au; and
e the VEC on 13 18 32.

Response Subm‘issions on the Repor’t Southern Grampians Shire Council Preliminary Alternative Option
Any person or group may make a response submission to the VEC about its
Preliminary Report. Submissions can be:

® posted to the VEC at Level 8, 505 Little Collins Street, Melbourne Vic. 3000;
¢ emailed to southerngrampians.review@vec.vic.gov.au; or

o faxed to (03) 9629 9330.

The VEC recommends obtaining a copy of the Report and consulting its Guide for
Submissions first. These documents can be obtained free of charge from the VEC.

BALMORAL

West Ward
Councillors: 1

East Ward
P . P . Councillors: 1
Submissions must include the following information about the person or group

making the submission:

® name;

e address;

o telephone contact number; and Ha‘:vn:lrt;m

e whether the person or group making the submission wishes to speak at a public Councillors: 4 South Ward

BRANXHOLME

Councillors: 1 PensiursT

hearing in support of their submission.
Submissions must reach the VEC by Monday, 30 July 2007 - 5.00 pm.

Late submissions will not be accepted.

Submissions will be available to the public at the VEC office and on the VEC website.

Public hearing, Thursday, 9 August 2007 - 6.30 pm

The hearing will be held at:
e Martin J Hynes Auditorium, 5 Market Place, Hamilton.

The hearing is open to the public, but only those people who have indicated in their submission that they would like to speak in support of their
submission will be heard at the hearing.

Final Report, Monday, 27 August 2007

After considering a variety of sources of information, including arguments and evidence contained in submissions and provided at the public hearing, the
VEC will prepare its Final Report making recommendations to the Minister for Local Government.

Electoral representation review publications are available in large print on request.

Further information 13 18 32 or visit www.vec.vic.gov.au Victorian Electoral Commission @

Victorian Electoral Commission Page 16



9.2 Media releases

M ed ia Release Victorian Electoral Commission @

For immediate release.

REPRESENTATION REVIEW GETS UNDERWAY

The electoral representation review for Southern Grampians Shire has begun. The review,
conducted by the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC), will consider the number of councillors
for the municipality and the municipality’s electoral structure.

“Anyone interested in the review should attend the public information session on 31 May,” said
the Victorian Electoral Commissioner, Mr Steve Tully.

The details for the information session are:
e Thursday, 31 May 2007, 7.00 pm
e Martin J Hynes Auditorium, 5 Market Place, Hamilton

In conducting its review, the VEC will consider a range of information including arguments and
evidence in public submissions.

Any person or group may make a written submission to the VEC about the review. Submissions
do not have to be elaborate documents. A letter is perfectly acceptable, as long as it deals with
the matters covered by the review. The VEC recommends consulting its Guide for Submissions,
which outlines the issues involved.

A leaflet with information about the review is being delivered to key locations in the municipality.

Key dates for the Southern Grampians Shire representation review are:

Tuesday, 12 June 2007 — 5.00 pm — Deadline for preliminary submissions. Submissions can be
mailed, faxed or emailed to the VEC.

Monday, 9 July 2007 — The VEC’s Preliminary Report will be released containing its preferred
options.

Monday, 30 July 2007 — 5.00 pm — Deadline for response submissions about the Preliminary
Report.

Thursday, 9 August 2007 (6.30 pm, Martin J Hynes Auditorium, 5 Market Place, Hamilton) —
Public hearing. People will be able to speak in support of their response submissions if they
have requested to do so in those submissions.

Monday, 27 August 2007 — The VEC will lodge its Final Report with the Minister for Local
Government.

Any new electoral arrangements resulting from the review process would apply at the next
Council election.

For more information, telephone the VEC on 13 18 32 or visit the VEC website
WWW.Vec.vic.gov.au
— ENDS -

Media releases are available from the VEC website http://www.vec.vic.gov.au/rrreleases.html
For further media information:

Chris Gribbin
Victorian Electoral Commission
Tel: 9299 0737

Page 1 of 2
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Media Fact Sheet

Map of Southern Grampians Shire

The map below shows the municipality boundaries and the voter numbers as at 7 December 2006.

BALMORAL

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE
Councillors: 7
Total Voters: 13,151

CAVENDISH
COLERAINE

DUNKELD GLENTHOMPSON

HAMILTON

PENSHURST.

Page 2 of 2

Victorian Electoral Commission Page 18



M ed | a Rel eaS e Victorian Electoral Commission @

For release from Monday, 9 July 2007
SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE COUNCIL ELECTORAL

REPRESENTATION REVIEW: PRELIMINARY REPORT
RELEASED

The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) today released its Preliminary Report on electoral
representation for the Southern Grampians Shire Council. The VEC's preliminary preferred
option is for the Southern Grampians Shire Council to continue to consist of seven councillors,
to be elected from an unsubdivided municipality. An alternative option of seven councillors
from four wards is also included in the Preliminary Report.

The Report has been released and is available on the VEC'’s web site at www.vec.vic.gov.au .
The Report is also available at the Southern Grampians Shire Council offices, 111 Brown
Street, Hamilton, and at the VEC office, Level 8, 505 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria
3000.

People have until 5.00 pm, Monday, 30 July 2007 to lodge submissions with the VEC
regarding its Preliminary Report.

People who wish to speak publicly in support of their submissions will have an opportunity to
do so at a public hearing at:

Martin J Hynes Auditorium, 5 Market Place, Hamilton

on Thursday, 9 August 2007 at 6.30 pm.

The VEC's Final Report and recommendations will be lodged with the Minister for Local
Government on Monday, 27 August 2007.

Any person who requires additional information can visit www.vec.vic.gov.au, contact the VEC
on 13 18 32, or write to the VEC at Level 8, 505 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000.

— ENDS -

Media releases are available from the VEC website http://www.vec.vic.gov.au/rrreleases.html

For further media information:

Chris Gribbin
Victorian Electoral Commission
Tel: 9299 0737

Page 1 of 2
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Media Fact Sheet

MAPS OF PRELIMINARY OPTIONS FOR THE SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS
SHIRE COUNCIL

PRELIMINARY PREFERRED OPTION:
seven councillors, to be elected from an unsubdivided municipality

BALMORAL

Southern Grampians Shire
Councillors:'7
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HAMILTON

BRANXHOLME

PENSHURST

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVE OPTION:
seven councillors, to be elected from one four-councillor ward and three single-
councillor wards

BALMORAL

East Ward
Councillors: 1

West Ward
Councillors: 1

CAVENDISH

COLERAINE

GLENTHOMPSON

DUNKELD

HAMILTON

Hamilton
Ward

Councillors: 4 South Ward

Councillors: 1 PENSHURST

BRANXHOLME
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9.3 Information leaflet

Current structure of the
Southern Grampians Shire Council

The Southern Grampians Shire is currently
unsubdivided with seven councillors. Below is a map
showing the Shire boundaries and the estimated
number of voters as at 7 December 2006.

BALMORAL

CAVENDISH

COLERAINE

HAMILTON

BRANXHQLME

Why is this review being undertaken?

The Minister for Local Government has given notice
that there is to be an electoral representation review
of the Southern Grampians Shire. The Council has
appointed the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC)
to conduct the independent review. The VEC aims to
ensure fair and equitable representation for Southern
Grampians Shire voters.

What will the review recommend?

The VEC will make a recommendation to the Minister
for Local Government as to:

e the appropriate number of councillors;

e the electoral structure of the Shire (whether it
should be unsubdivided or divided into wards,
how many wards there should be, and the
number of councillors per ward); and

e the boundaries of the wards (if the Shire is to be
divided into wards).

Under an unsubdivided or a multi-councillor ward
structure, councillors are elected through
proportional representation. Under a single-
councillor ward structure, councillors are elected
using preferential voting. With each system, voters
mark their ballot papers the same way.

What will the VEC consider?

In conducting its review, the VEC will consider such
factors as the number of councillors and the electoral
structure of comparable municipalities, communities
of interest, demographics and growth potential. The
VEC will consider a range of information including
arguments and evidence in public submissions.

How to make a submission

Get the Guide for Submissions by telephoning the VEC on
13 18 32 or by checking our website at www.vec.vic.gov.au

Send your submissions to the VEC in one of the following ways:

Electoral Representation
Review of the

e post to Level 8, 505 Little Collins Street,

Melbourne, Vic. 3000

Southern Grampians Shire

e email to southerngrampians.review@vec.vic.gov.au

or
fax to (03) 9629 9330

DUNKELD.

PENSHURST

Step 1
Information Session
Thursday, 31 May 2007

Martin J Hynes Auditorium,
5 Market Place,
Hamilton

7.00 pm

Step 4
Response

Submissions

Deadline: 5.00 pm,
Monday, 30 July 2007

Any person or group may make a
submission to the VEC about the
Preliminary Report.

GLENTHOMPSON

Southern Grampians
Shire Council

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE
Councillors: 7
Total Voters: 13,151

Conducted by the
Victorian Electoral Commission @

Key steps in the review

Step 2
Preliminary Step3
Submissions Preliminary Report

Monday, 9 July 2007
Deadline: 5.00 pm, naay, uy

Tuesday, 12 June 2007

Any person or organisation may
make a submission to the VEC.
The VEC recommends consulting
the Guide for Submissions.

The VEC will release a Preliminary
Report containing its preferred
option(s).

Step 5
Public Hearing
Thursday, 9 August 2007

Martin J Hynes Auditorium,
5 Market Place,
Hamilton

6.30 pm

Step 6
Final Report

Monday, 27 August 2007

The VEC will lodge a final report,
containing its recommendations,
with the Minister for Local
Government. The Report will be
publicly available.

People will be able to speak in
support of their response
submissions.

Victorian Electoral Commission
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Preliminary submissions

Lyle Allan
Geoff Barker
Helen R. Brian
Des Brown
Richard Brown

Cavendish Townscape Association
Inc.

J. Fraser

Andrew J. Gunter
Keith Haines
Hamilton Ratepayers Association
Judith Kenny
Norman Kenny

N. H. Kruger

Pam Leeming
Vera Lynch
Deghia Makris
Lachlan McDonald
Daniel McOwan
Olive McVicker
Rex Mitchell

E. Dawn Murray
R. L. Murray

Ron Ottrey

Ruth and Eric Pihl

The Proportional Representation
Society of Australia (Victoria-
Tasmania) Inc.

Beatrice Rayson

Chris Sharples

Southern Grampians Shire Council
J. T. Stone

Cr Howard M. Templeton

Margaret Waddington

H. M. Wettenhall

Leighton Wraith

9.5 List of people and groups making submissions

Response submissions

Cavendish Townscape Association
Inc.

Cr Coralie Coulson

Andrew J. Gunter

Daniel McOwan

Rex Mitchell

Cr Charles Newbould (twice)
Ron Ottrey

The Proportional Representation
Society of Australia (Victoria-
Tasmania) Inc.

Southern Grampians Shire Council
J. T. Stone

Cr Howard M. Templeton

Margaret Waddington

Leighton Wraith

Victorian Electoral Commission
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Southern Grampians Shire Council

Map of Recommended Option
Seven Councillors, Unsubdivided

BALMORA 7]

3= COUERAINE
”

/ . |

BUNKELD L ' GLENTHOMPSO
f ~%
o~
( T:S ]
\
I | b 5
\ =
A = " .
b 1 — '\/4: .
~BRANXHOLME ] =€ Wy
B / ] { L* TPENSHURST ~ 75
BYADUK4
g 0 10 20
kilometres

Legend
E Proposed Boundary

Locality Boundary
Map Symbols

Freeway ‘ Ward | Councillors | Voters H Area (sq km) ‘

Main Road South G i Shi 7 13,151 6,652.66

Collector Road outhern rampians ire , s .

Road
,,,,,,,,,, Unsealed Road Totals for all Electorates 7 13,151 6,652.66

River/Creek Average per Councillor 1,879 950.38
+——+— Railway Line
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