Mary Drost

You may remember the meeting held in 2008 about   it - I
remember a lot of us spoke. At that stage they left it
alone.   You have to wonder why they start again.
Then below I will send you a number of ideas you could
use   -   but your own words please.
Dear Victorian Electoral Commissioner
I am emailing in support of ten single-councillor wards for Boroondara City
Council.
The last electoral representation review for Boroondara took place in 2008.
Following the 2008 review, the VEC’s final recommendation was for Boroondara to
remain with ten single-councillor wards with a minor change to ward boundaries.
If it is not broke, what are we trying to fix?
In single member wards our elected representatives are easier to access, have a
greater understanding of the local area and issues, act for diverse voices in our
communities, and are more accountable to us. Our representatives should have a
close connection to their community.
Keep Boroondara with ten single-councillor wards.
Thank you for your consideration
Dear Victorian Electoral Commissioner
The current number of councillors for Boroondara is appropriate and is sufficient to
provide fair and equitable representation for locals. There is no major forecasts in
population growth or increased communities of interest that would justify more
councillors.
In terms of electoral structure, I strongly support keeping Boroondara local and
with ten single-councillor wards. It is my experience that my ward councillor is a
truly local representative, easily accessible and aware of local issues.
Thank you for your consideration.
Dear Victorian Electoral Commissioner

In my view the current single-member wards structure for Boroondara should be
retained, as this is the best structure to meet the needs of the Boroondara
community because:
it allows easy access to your local representative;
local representatives have a greater understanding of their local area;
single-member wards provide the best representation;
it reflects the individual elements of our diverse community;
it provides one primary point of contact and ensures a consistent approach;
and
different neighbourhoods have different needs. Local representation
ensures these differences are recognised and supported.
I believe that multi-member wards are not good for Boroondara because:
multi-member wards can encourage party political affiliations;
councillors may be less accessible for residents in some parts of the ward;
all of the Councillors may reside in the same part of the ward, leaving the
remaining parts without local representation;
residents may need to contact multiple councillors to raise awareness of an
issue or galvanise support for local projects;
there is potential for a duplication of work if councillors do not communicate
or share their workloads effectively;
councillors may be overworked due to increased workload; and
councillors may have competing views about how their ward should be run,
which may cause friction and be confusing for residents and businesses.
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